
 

 

Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) Few of Spider-Man's villains ever earned their own title, but 
Morbius defied all odds. After his first appearance in this book he made countless appearances in many 
Marvel titles, including a run of solo tales.  
#22 most valuable Marvel comic of the 1970’s.    Print run estimate:  250,000 copies 
Morbius the Living Vampire, a scientist named Dr. Michael Morbius, MD PhD is a fictional character appearing in comic books 
published by Marvel Comics. Created by writer Roy Thomas and originally designed by penciler Gil Kane, the character, a man 
suffering from vampiric abilities and physical traits resulting from scientific rather than supernatural means, first appeared as an 
antagonist in The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Oct. 1971), and went on to become a heroic, tragically flawed protagonist in his 
own series and other titles.    Morbius debuted in The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (cover-dated Oct. 1971) following the 
February 1971 updating of the comic-book industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority, that lifted a ban on 
vampires and certain other supernatural characters. It was the first issue of Marvel Comics' flagship Spider-Man series written by 
someone other than character co-creator and editor-in-chief Stan Lee. Lee, busy writing a screenplay for an unproduced science 
fiction movie, bequeathed the series to his right-hand editor, Roy Thomas. "We were talking about doing Dracula, but Stan 
wanted a costumed villain. Other than that, he didn't specify what we should do," Thomas said in 2009, adding that part of the 
character conception came from an unspecified science-fiction film of Thomas' youth, depicting a man turned into a vampire by 
radiation rather than magic. Thomas said the name "Morbius" was not deliberately taken from the antagonist Doctor Morbius in 
the movie Forbidden Planet.   Thomas and penciler co-creator Gil Kane created the character as a man who is given vampiric 
abilities and traits via scientific rather than supernatural means. Kane based the character's look on that of actor Jack Palance.  A 
tragic and sympathetic antagonist in his initial two-issue arc, having acquired his vampiric addiction while researching a cure for 
his own rare, fatal blood disease, Morbius collided again with Spider-Man and others in Marvel Team-Up #3-4 (July & Sept. 
1972). Morbius went on to star in Vampire Tales, a black-and-white horror-comics magazine published by Marvel's sister 
company, Curtis Magazines, appearing in all but two of the mature-audience title's 11 issues (Aug. 1973 - June 1975). All but the 
first and last of these were written by Don McGregor, with penciling by Rich Buckler and by Tom Sutton, primarily. 
CGC Universal 574 copies / NM 9.6 or better = 39 copies / Heritage Auctions sold 80 copies as of 3/10 
CGC Universal 714 copies / NM 9.6 or better = 54 copies / Heritage Auctions sold 93 copies as of 9/12 
CGC Universal 919 copies / NM 9.6 or better = 64 copies / Heritage Auctions sold 94 copies as of 8/14 
 

 



 

 

 
OVERSTREET ANNUAL PRICE GUIDE VALUES FOR EACH GRADE  
 2.0   4.0   6.0   8.0   9.0   9.2  
2015 $20.00   $40.00   $60.00   $138.00  $307.00  $475.00  
2014 $18.00   $36.00   $54.00   $124.00  $275.00  $425.00  
2013 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $117.00  $259.00  $400.00  
2012 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $114.00  $250.00  $385.00  
2011 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $122.00  $249.00  $375.00  
2010 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $122.00  $236.00  $350.00  
2009 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $120.00  $223.00  $325.00  
2008 $16.00   $32.00   $48.00   $114.00  $202.00  $290.00  
2007 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $121.00  $201.00  $280.00  
2006 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $123.00  $197.00  $270.00  
2005 $17.00   $34.00   $51.00   $121.00  $186.00  $250.00  
 
HIGHEST SALES = HERITAGE AUCTIONS  www.ha.com 
  
Sold For:  $5,676.25‡ The Amazing Spider-Man #101 Suscha News pedigree (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM/MT 9.8 White 
pages....  Lot 91351 » Bronze Age (1970-1979) Service: CGC Grade: NM/MT 9.8 Auction Date: Aug 7, 2014 
  
Sold For:  $4,182.50‡ The Amazing Spider-Man #101 Don/Maggie Thompson Collection pedigree (Marvel, 1971) 
CGC NM/MT 9.8 Lot 91001 » Bronze Age (1970-1979) CGC Grade: NM/MT 9.8  Auction Date: Feb 20, 2014 
 
Sold For:  $4,182.50‡    The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM/MT 9.8 White pages.... 
Grade: NM/MT 9.8   Auction Date:   May 10, 2012 
 
Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM/MT 9.8 Off-white February 8, 2004  $3,450.00 (Internet) 
 
The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM+ 9.6 Off-white May 20, 2005  $1,955.00 (Live: eBay) 
  
Amazing Spider-Man #101 Pacific Coast pedigree (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM+ 9.6 Off-white March 9, 2003  $1,610.00
 (Live: Floor) 
  
The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM+ 9.6 Off-white August 14, 2004  $1,322.50 (Internet) 
 
The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM+ 9.6 Off-  December 7, 2002  $1,265.00 (Live: Floor) 
 
The Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM 9.4 White   May 20, 2005  $977.50 (Internet) 
 
Amazing Spider-Man #101 (Marvel, 1971) CGC NM 9.4 Off-white  May 4, 2003  $632.50 (Internet  
 
CGC COMICS - ALL GRADED/SLABBED COPIES - CENSUS TO CHECK RARITY  
 

 


